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There are in proportion more impregnations in Ireland
than in England, which added to the poverty of the country
make the livings of very small and uncertain value, so that
five or six are often joined to make a revenue of fifty
pounds per annum: but these have seldom above one
church in repair, the rest being destroyed by frequent
wars, etc.

The clergy, for want of glebes, are forced in their own
or neighbouring parish, to take farms to live on at rack-
rents.

The Queen having some years since remitted the first
fruits to the clergy of England, the Bishop of Cloyne,
being then in London,1 did petition her Majesty for the
same favour in behalf of the clergy of Ireland, and received
a gracious answer. But this affair, for want of soliciting,
was not brought to an issue during the governments of the
Duke of Ormond, and Earl of Pembroke.

Upon the Earl of Wharton's succeeding, Dr. Swift (who
had solicited this matter in the preceding government),
was desired2 by the Bishops of Ireland to apply to his
Excellency; who thought fit to receive the motion as
wholly new, and what he could not consider till he were
fixed in the government, and till the same application
were made to him as had been to his predecessors. Accord-
ingly, an address3 was delivered to his Lordship, with a
petition to the Queen, and a memorial annexed from both
Houses of Convocation; but a dispute happening in the
Lower House, wherein his chaplain was concerned, and
which was represented by the said chaplain as an affront
designed to his Excellency, who was pleased to understand
and report it so to Court,4 the Convocation was suddenly

Wednesday, 4 October, Swift was brought for the first time privately
into Harle^s presence, he was received with such a recognition of his
abilities and of his position in the world of letters, as was calculated to
win his support for the new Ministry, and before he left he had been
promised the fullest consideration of his application on behalf of the
Irish clergy. For the statement of their case a further interview was
arranged for the following Saturday, and this memorial was in the
meantime drawn up by Swift in the hope that Harley would lay it
before Queen Anne.

1 Supra, p. 49, n. I; p. 50.
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